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Listen to Chief DD, the Philosopher of 
Hip Hop, on the Music Lane on the 

Black Information Highway.com 
 

“Welcome, Travelers!” 
 

Also, detour to Broadjam.com for more Chief DD 

Email entertainment news and photos to MSTentertainment@prodigy.net 

Professional Bull Riders’ Pendleton Whisky Velocity Tour returns  
to Memphis ... from sports page 1

No masks and proof of COVID vacci-
nations at Grizzlies and Tigers games 
at FedEx Forum ... from sports page 1

provide either a negative 
COVID-19 test or show proof of 
vaccination at FedExForum. 
Consistent with CDC guidelines, 
masks remain highly encouraged 
for all fans in attendance but are 
no longer required for children or 

adults. 
The 11th-ranked Memphis Tigers 
men's basketball team is cur-
rently offering secure tickets for 
all 12 remaining 2021-22 home 
games with season ticket prices 
starting at just $100/seat. 

Sens. Blackburn and Cotton urge Team USA not to 
compete in Beijing Olympics ... from sports page 1

these abuses in February. 
Since our 1896 debut in Athens, 
Team USA has produced some of 
the greatest athletes the world has 
ever seen. The USA is currently 
ranked number one for the most 
Olympic medal won of all time. 
In addition, our athletes have 
won the most overall medals for 
seven consecutive Olympics. The 

IOC’s Olympic Charter holds 
that, “The goal of Olympism is to 
place sport at the service of the 
harmonious development of hu-
mankind.”  With this in mind, we 
ask the USOPC refrain from 
sending American athletes to the 
2022 Beijing Winter Olympics. 

 “The People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) is a country plagued with 
violent suppression of free 
speech, state-sponsored oppres-
sion, and other human rights 
abuses. As Communist Chinese 
Party (CCP) authorities enjoy un-
checked power and zero account-
ability, American athletes could 
face severe endangerment.” 
  
The Recent Disappearance of 
Tennis Star Peng Shuai Is an 
Alarming Reminder that Beijing 
Will Target Anyone 
  
“The CCP has a vile history of 
violating human rights and reli-
gious freedom. These concerns 
are especially pronounced given 
the use of new and emerging 
technologies to suppress groups 
including Uyghurs, Tibetans, 
Inner Mongolians, and Hong-
kongers.” 
  
See letter  in its entirety below: 
 
Ms. Susanne Lyons  
Board Chair 
United States Olympic & Para-
lympic Committee 
  
Dear Chair Lyons, 
We write to express our concerns 
with the United States Olympic 
& Paralympic Committee’s 
(USOPC) ability to guarantee the 
welfare of Team USA at the 2022 
Beijing Winter Olympics. 
In a December 5, 2019, corre-
spondence to the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC), I led 
members of the Senate in high-
lighting numerous human rights 
violations unfolding in China. 
With the Olympics being three 
months away, it is imperative that 
the USOPC take action and boy-
cott the Beijing Olympics. The 
People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) is a country plagued with 
violent suppression of free 

speech, state-sponsored oppres-
sion, and other human rights 
abuses. As Communist Chinese 
Party (CCP) authorities enjoy 
unchecked power and zero ac-
countability, American athletes 
could face severe endangerment. 
Moreover, China’s controversial 
national security law creates 
harsher sentences against Hong 
Kong residents who support se-
cession or coordinate with for-
eign powers. The recent 
disappearance of tennis player 
Peng Shuai is an alarming re-
minder of Beijing’s willingness 
to silence any opposition. 
The CCP has a vile history of 
violating human rights and reli-
gious freedom. These concerns 
are especially pronounced given 
the use of new and emerging 
technologies to suppress groups 
including Uyghurs, Tibetans, 
Inner Mongolians, and Hong-
kongers. The Department of 
State annual Report on Human 
Rights Practices identified a peak 
in human rights abuses around 
the 2008 Olympic Games. This 
report documents numerous vio-
lations, including: forced reloca-
tions linked to Olympic 
infrastructure construction; man-
datory travel abroad or house ar-
rest for political prisoners during 
the Games; increased surveil-
lance of civil society organiza-
tions and suspension of meetings 
and activities by NGOs; in-
creased harassment of religious 
groups, including prominent 
Christian activists; directives to 
schools and universities regard-
ing guardrails for political and 
social discourse leading up to 
and during the Olympics; height-
ened harassment, detention, and 
incarceration of dissidents; re-
strictions on the right to assem-
ble and raise grievances; and 
other abuses. There is no indica-
tion that the CCP will not repeat 

play. 
 With multiple riders travelling to 
Memphis on the bubble of qual-
ifying to the elite Unleash The 
Beast, Andrew Alvidrez (Semi-
nole, Texas) delivered a perfect 
2-for-2 performance inside Fe-
dExForum, winning the event 
and collecting enough world 
points to once again earn a 
seeded position on the premier 
series.  
 Drawing Leroy (Davis Rodeo 
Ranch) in Round 1, Alvidrez 
electrified the crowed with an 
87.5-point ride to tie enter the 
championship round tied for sec-
ond on the event leaderboard. 
After his first bull in the cham-
pionship round fouled himself 

coming out of the chutes, Alvid-
rez was awarded a re-ride aboard 
Dang It (Davis Rodeo Ranch/Ed 
& Cindy Fogle). The two danced 
around the dirt for an 89-point 
ride to secure the Texan’s walk-
off win with the final ride of the 
night. 
The PBR Pendleton Whisky Ve-
locity Tour has made two ad-
ditional appearances in 
Memphis. Seven-time PBR 
World Finals qualifier Matt Tri-
plett (Canton, South Dakota) 
won the inaugural PBR Bluff 
City Classic in 2016, while nine-
time World Finals qualifier Fabi-
ano Vieira (Perola, Brazil) 
topped the field in 2020 in the 

Volunteer State. 
The Memphis tour stop will ten-
tatively mark the  11th Pendleton 
Whisky Velocity Tour event of 
the year, with PBR’s fastest-
growing tour first stopping in 
cities including Portland, Ore-
gon; Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
Jacksonville, Florida; and North 

Charleston, South Carolina. 
The bull riding action for the 
2022 PBR Bluff City Classic be-
gins at 7:00 p.m. CST on Sat-
urday, Feb. 12 at FedExForum. 
On Saturday evening, all 40 
competing riders will attempt 
one bull each in Round 1. Fol-
lowing the opening round, the 
Top 10 will then advance to the 
championship round where they 
will attempt one final bull, all in 
an effort to be crowned the event 
champion. 
Tickets for the one-day event go 
on sale Wednesday, Dec. 1 at 
10:00 a.m. CDT, and start at $15, 
taxes and fees not included. 
Tickets can be purchased online 

at Ticketmaster.com and 
PBR.com, at the FedExForum 
Box Office, or by calling PBR 
customer service at 1-800-732-
1727. 
PBR Elite Seats are available for 
$175 for avid fans who want an 
exclusive VIP experience while 
enjoying the world’s top bull rid-
ing circuit. These tickets offer 
the best seats in the venue, a 
question-and-answer presenta-
tion with some of the top bull 
riders and stock contractors in 
the world, $10 concession 
voucher, souvenir credential and 
lanyard, and post-event photo 
opportunity from the dirt. 
For an enhanced PBR experi-
ence, fans can purchase add-on 
PBR Premium Experiences 
which will include the Elite Ex-
perience on Saturday, Feb. 12. 
The Elite Experience, available 
for $50, will include a Q&A ses-
sion with a select group of the 
league’s top riders, bullfighters 
and stock contractors, photo op-
portunity, and commemorative 
credential and lanyard. 
 For more information on PBR 

Premium Experiences, or to pur-
chase the Elite Experience for 
the PBR Bluff City Classic in 
Memphis visit 
https://pbr.com/tickets/premium-
experiences/. 
About the PBR (Professional 
Bull Riders) Pendleton Whisky 
Velocity Tour: 
The PBR’s Pendleton Whisky 
Velocity Tour (PWVT) began in 
2014 as the premier expansion 
tour for the PBR. The Velocity 
Tour, the sport’s fastest-growing 
tour, brings the excitement and 
top-levels of cowboy and bovine 
talent that fans have come to ex-
pect from the sport to cities ac-
ross the United States.  
 The PWVT is  supported by 
Pendleton Whisky, Lucas Oil, 
the United States Border Patrol, 
Boot Barn, Cody James Boots, 
Tractor Supply, Nexgrill, Cooper 
Tires, USCCA, Union Home 
Mortgage, TicketSmarter, Ku-
bota, TAAT and the South Point 
Hotel and Casino. Every Veloc-
ity Tour event is carried on PBR 
RIDEPASS on Pluto TV, Chan-
nel 720. 

 The Memphis tour stop will 
tentatively mark the  11th 
Pendleton Whisky Velocity 
Tour event of the year, with 
PBR’s fastest-growing tour 
first stopping in cities includ-
ing Portland, Oregon; Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; Jackson-
ville, Florida; and North 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s 27th Annual  
Black History Month special edition in February 2022.


